Macbeth Questions

Act I

Describe the setting of the play Macbeth. (Include location and time)

Why does the play open with the witch scene? Would it be more effective opening with a different scene? Explain.

What do the witches predict? Why is this odd?

What is the purpose of the witches?

How does Lady Macbeth find out about the witches predictions? Why is this important to the play?

Who desires Macbeth to be king – Macbeth or Lady Macbeth? More…Why?

How does Lady Macbeth plan the Murder of King Duncan?

How does Macbeth react to this plot? Why does he react this way?

Macbeth Questions 
Act II

What does King Duncan give to Macbeth and Lady Macbeth for their hospitality?

What does the sounding bell symbolize? (50/51)

How does Macbeth react to the murder?

How does Lady Macbeth react to the murder?

Explain the quote: “My hands are of your color, but I shame/ To wear a heart so white.”

What is the purpose of the porter?

How does everyone react to finding the king dead?

Why do King Duncan’s sons flee? (Malcolm and Donalbain)

Why does Macbeth kill the servants?

Macbeth Questions

Act III

Why does Macbeth have Banquo killed?

Why does Macbeth hire murders to kill Banquo?

How does Macbeth feel with his new found power?

What happens when the murders try to kill Banquo and his son?

What does the ghost of Banquo do to Macbeth’s paranoia?

How does Lady Macbeth make her husband feel better after seeing the ghost?

Macbeth Questions

Act IV

What are the witches doing at the beginning of this act?

What are three things that Macbeth learns from the witches?

1.

2.

3.

How does Macbeth react to Macduff’s departure?

How does MacDuff react to the news that his family has been slaughtered?

What action do Macduff and Malcolm take?

Macbeth Questions 
Act V

What significance does the doctor have?

Why won’t the doctor or the gentlewoman tell anyone what they have seen or heard?

What is Macbeth’s current psychological condition?

How is the prophesy of Birnam Woods moving to Dusinane Hill fulfilled?

Why doesn’t Macbeth put his armor on when he goes out to battle?

What is said that frightens Macbeth before he is killed by Macduff?

Who is the new king?
What is the climax of the story (hint: not found in Act V)

